Gardening the Roebuck
Bay Friendly Way is easy,
cheap and keeps marine
life healthy
There are few places in the world with such
© Murdoch University
extraordinarily productive waters
surrounding a population centre. On the eastern side, Broome has the marine wonderland of
Roebuck Bay, home to rare dolphins, dugongs, turtles and shorebirds which migrate thousands
of kilometres each year to feast on the highly diverse invertebrate life in the mudflats. On the
western side lies Cable Beach, a mecca for beachgoers and home for Humpback whales,
dolphins, dugongs, turtles and, of course, lots of fish.
In recent years, Roebuck Bay has
experienced large outbreaks of blue green
Lyngbya blooms. It’s time for our
community to be proactive and Garden
the Roebuck Bay Friendly Way. This will
prevent nutrient enriched runou from our
gardens flowing into the surrounding
Anne Mueller coastal waters and becoming food for
Lyngbya blooms. Large seagrass dieous
from Lyngbya in bloom proportions, have a large impact on fish stocks and marine life as these
meadows are highly productive and integral to Roebuck Bay’s food chain.

Simple steps to Garden
the Roebuck Bay
Friendly Way
1. Plan
Draw a simple diagram of your garden and
group native plants with similar water and
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light needs together.
2. Trap rainwater
Dig depressions around plants to soak up water, then mulch to reduce evaporation and stop
pindan erosion. For pathways, use gravel instead of cement as it allows rain to sink into the soil
and recharge Broome’s aquifer.
3. Watering
Establish a drip irrigation system to water
seedlings. Always mulch plants, as the soil
will improve and plants will be more
drought resistant and need less water.
4. Fertilising
Native plants don’t require fertiliser. If your
lawn or other plants require fertiliser, use
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organic, slow release fertiliser and follow
directions to avoid overuse.
5. Lawn
Try less lawn and more natives. Lawn requires fertiliser which can runou into the stormwater
drains and feed blooms of Lyngbya which harm fish stocks and marine life.
6. Pet poo
Pick up droppings and pop under mulch or in the bin, as
surprisingly high in nutrients.
A brochure on how to Garden the Roebuck
Bay Friendly Way is available online at
www.roebuckbay.org.au or contact the
Roebuck Bay Working Group
info@roebuckbay.org.au

